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South Newton Township Board of Supervisors - Minutes – January 17, 2023

The South Newton Township (SNT) Board of Supervisors (BOS) met at the South Newton Township Municipal Building, 11 High Mountain Road, Walnut Bottom, PA.  Supervisor David Durff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.  Board members present were Supervisors Kevin Gantz, David Durff, Mark Henry and Solicitor Marcus McKnight.   
1. MEETING MINUTES – December 20, 2022 & Reorganizational Meeting – January 3, 2023.  Supervisor Mark Henry motioned to accept the meeting minutes; seconded by Supervisor Gantz. Motion carried unanimously.

2. EMS Report – none
· FIRE REPORT & FIRE COMPANY BUSINESS– Presented by Will Davis: Fire/Accidents: 22; 3 medical assists.

· Swearing in of fire police (Dylan McKenrick). Completed by Marcus McKnight. Marcus will notarize & send back to township secretary.

· Resolution #2023-04:  Special Fire Police Officers for 2023 – Motion made by Supervisor Gantz, seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Resolution #2023-05:  Special Fire Police Activities for 2023 – Motion made by Supervisor Gantz, seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT:
· Richard & Pat Minnelli:  311 High Mountain Road.  Gate was put up on Failor Property and still believes it is in violation of the township zoning ordinance, Section 5.13, a&b.  

· Courtney Failor:  Owner who put up the gate was also present at our meeting.  Stated a letter from her attorney is coming to Marcus.  States the gate was put up for safety reasons.  Understands code will need to be provided to fire co, police & other first responders for access.  

· They questioned the secondary driveway access for Jim Marshall.  Answer:  He did get a permit and had it surveyed per the Twp request before the permit was issued. 

· Twp will not make any decision until Marcus receives correspondence from their attorneys. 
4. BILL LIST – January 17, 2023:  Supervisor Gantz motioned to approve the Bill List for January 17, 2023, in the amount of  $13,770.36; Supervisor Henry seconded; motion carried unanimously.
5. TREASURERS REPORT – 
	Checking/Savings
	

	
	ARPA Funds
	$37,888.27

	
	01.100. · Orrstown - General Fund Checking
	$193,462.55

	
	Orrstown – General Savings Money Market
	$25,115.02

	
	Orrstown – Liquid Fuels
	$55.00

	
	01.105 · PLGIT Class - General Fund
	$103,330.71

	
	35.100 · PLGIT-Class - Liquid Fuels
	$64,422.78

	Total Checking/Savings
	$424,274.33


7. ROADMASTER REPORT – 107 hours
· Winter maintenance, cleaned equipment, routine maintenance.

8. SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Marcus McKnight
· Resolution 2023-02 for Comcast franchise agreement and a date of 7-1-23

· Resolution 2023-03 for Zito franchise agreement and a date of 7-1-23

· NOTE:  Resolution 2023-01 needed from December meeting for approval of shredding old records that do not need retained from 2000-2015.

9. SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEO) REPORT – none
10.  ZONING/CODE OFFICER (ZO) REPORT – 
· Cook (32 Furnace Hollow Rd):  Removed windows and has no ETA on when they will be replaced.  Will check progress before next meeting.

· Supervisor Durff would like to set a policy on how long a township building permit is valid for.  MDIA does not have a timeframe.  Tabled for further discussion after it is discussed with MDIA.  

11.
ZONING & HEARING BOARD REPORT - none
12. NEW BUSINESS: 
· DCED audit for 2022 needs completed by 4-1-23.  Need to discuss possible appoint an outside firm to complete.  Motion made by Supervisor Henry to elect ALH Bookkeeping to complete audit; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.
13.  SECRETARY COMMENTS – 
· Enduro Race for 2023:  Supervisor Henry made motion to approve the race for 2023; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.  Secretary will send letter of approval to representative of Enduro Race. 

· Cumberland Co. Floodplain responses – Supervisor Henry made motion to approve the decisions made pertaining to their questions; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.
14. SUPERVISORS COMMENTS – 
Supervisor Gantz- 

· Animal Bi-products:  Suggest follow DEP guidelines.  Marcus will work on a policy for the Twp.

Supervisor Durff:

· Hometown Hero Banners are still a work in progress.  Working with PP&L to get approvals on poles.

· Sam Devore Worker’s Comp claim update.  Marcus working to get this all finalized ASAP.

· Motion by Supervisor Henry; seconded by Supervisor Gantz to place old backhoe on Municibid when the time comes.

· Ratify approval of Secretary/Treasurer:  Motion made by Supervisor Henry to approve Secretary/Treasurer, Ami Myers for 2023; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.  Supervisor Durff abstained from vote.
· Solomon barn on High Mountain Rd.  His barn is on verge of collapse and wants to tear down and burn.  Can he do this?   Can he bury concrete from walls and foundation?  Marcus will call soil conservation.

· WCCOG:  What benefits do we get for the dues we pay every year?  Will evaluate before renewal in 2024  

ADJOURNMENT:    On a motion made by Supervisor Gantz and seconded by Supervisor Henry, the public meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
In Attendance:  Tim Goshorn, Will Davis, Richard & Pat Minnelli, Chase Clippinger, Fred Rosenberry
Submitted by:  Ami M. Myers, Secretary/Treasurer[image: image1.png]



