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South Newton Township Board of Supervisors - Minutes – June 20 2023

The South Newton Township (SNT) Board of Supervisors (BOS) met at the South Newton Township Municipal Building, 11 High Mountain Road, Walnut Bottom, PA.  Supervisor David Durff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.  Board members present were Supervisors Kevin Gantz, David Durff, Mark Henry and Solicitor Marcus McKnight.   
1. MEETING MINUTES –May 16, 2023.  Supervisor Kevin Gantz motioned to accept the meeting minutes; seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.

2. EMS Report – None
3. FIRE REPORT & FIRE COMPANY BUSINESS– Fire Report by Dan Burkett (not present for meeting) : Fire/Accidents: 7; 3 medical assists; Fire Police Incident – 2; 89 hours of training; Parade - 2.  
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:
· Complaint: by Sam Martin  East Coast Trailer and Truck @ 2272 Ritner Highway.  Noise violation & violation of their Conditional Use Permit.  

· Twp will look into further and respond on findings.

· Jeri Marshall:  Request John’s report be attached to the minutes and posted on the website. 

· Supervisors are not in favor of doing due to personal information on the list.

5. BILL LIST –Supervisor Gantz motioned to approve the REVISED BILL LIST for May 16, 2023 to a total of $18,032.91 (see Bill List for explanation of discrepancies) & Bill List for June 20, 2023, in the amount of $73,155.41 ; Supervisor Henry seconded; motion carried unanimously.
6. TREASURERS REPORT –
	Checking/Savings

	ARPA Funds
	 $                                                       35,716.65 

	01.100. · Orrstown - General Fund Checking
	 $                                                     219,005.32 

	Orrstown – General Savings Money Market
	 $                                                       25,390.39

	Orrstown – Liquid Fuels
	 $                                                               55.02 

	01.105 · PLGIT Class - General Fund
	 $                                                      105,268.61

	35.100 · PLGIT-Class - Liquid Fuels
	 $                                                     94,106.27 

	Total Savings & Checking
	 $                                                      479,542.26


7. ROADMASTER REPORT - 112 hours:  Sloped banks along roadways, cleaned equipment, performed routine maintenance, removed remainder of snow equipment, installed mower on tractor.
8. SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Marcus McKnight
· Comcast Letter:  Responded that their franchise is automatically renewed until December 30, 2027

· Supervisor Durff does not want an automatic renewal.  Request Marcus to contact Comcast to review the contract.

· Email from Marcus regarding Zito.  No date set for them to join a township meeting

9. SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEO) REPORT – none
· ZONING/CODE OFFICER (ZO) REPORT - 
· 2 variance requests

a. Leon Reiff – West Main Street – add to the horse barn.  Setbacks cannot be met with his building plans.

b. Richard Miller – 411 High Mountain Rd – build in front of house.  Setbacks cannot be met.

**Executive Session – 7:26 pm (supervisors, solicitor, zoning/code officer present) to discuss personnel issues.  No decisions were made. Entered out of Executive Session at 7:37 pm

· Wade Powell – Horsekiller Rd – miniature horse is gone.  Walked the property and there are no other illegal animals present.
· 109 High Mountain Rd (John will get the renters name)– provided junk ordinance.  Burning trash because they supposedly cannot get trash service & burn at night due to their work schedules.  Informed them of the multiple cars on the property.  They now have them up for sale sitting in the front yard.
· Supervisor Durff suggested that Constable & John Sheriff will visit property, take pictures and hand-deliver letter from Solicitor
· Marcus:  He will send a letter to the property owner (Solomon) & renters with a 30-day request for clean-up of property (burning, junk, storage of yard sale items, multiple unlicensed cars).  Fines:  $1000 Solomon; $1000 Renters, plus constable fees, court costs & legal fees.  – Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with letter; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Former Brookside property.  Letter for mowing.  Secretary will get Marcus owner & address.

· 343 High Mountain Rd – Illegal Air BNB.  Free-standing deck 25’x 25’ with a Dome that is being used as a rental.  Has electric, port-a-pot, ½ sink inside & outdoor shower.  John provided him with a building permit and was told he needs to cease renting out until all permits are obtained from township, MDIA & Sewage Enforcement Officer.  He will need a variance to allow 2 dwellings on the property per solicitor. Marcus will send a letter. Letter will be hand delivered by Constable – Motion made by Supervisor Henry to proceed with letter; seconded by Supervisor Gantz. Motion carried unanimously. 
10. ZONING & HEARING BOARD REPORT - Will Davis variance hearing held on  May 18, 2023 @ 6:00 pm & approved.
11. NEW BUSINESS - None
12. SECRETARY COMMENTS – 
· Complaint from David Deutsch regarding Jacksonville Cemetery Sidewalk

· Concerned about the deteriorated sidewalks.  He contacted the church regarding such and has not gotten a response.  

· Per church representative present at township meeting, the sidewalks will be torn out due to cost and not replaced.  

· No response will be given by the township since we do not have a sidewalk ordinance.

· Packet from Cumberland County P25 Radio Project

· Supervisor Durff attend the public meeting presented by the County.  

· Radios are out of date and are looking at purchasing Motorola radios at a cost of $10,000 each.  Harris radios cost $2500 each.  

· They do not have enough funds per the requests provided from the 1st Responders.  County received 76 million dollars in ARPA funds.  They are now limiting the number of radios being purchased for each Fire Co, Police, etc. and are looking at not providing the 70% in funds as originally promised.

· Correspondence from FEMA – Thank you for updating ordinance

13.  SUPERVISORS COMMENTS – 
Supervisor Durff:

· New John Deere backhoe has been delivered 😊 Came with a 18” bucket and not a 24” bucket as requested.  Invoice has not been received yet.  Compactor has not been delivered yet.

· 26 Maple Avenue:  Weeds/Lawn.  Marcus to send letter to new letter.  Home is vacant –Motion made by Supervisor Henry to send letter; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Tax Parcel #:  41-31-2230-004;  Owner:  LVS TITLE TRUST XIII, 15480 LEGUNA CANYON ROAD, IRVINE  CA  92618; Site Address:  26 MAPLE AVENUE

· Wilson Paving tar & chip project on High Mountain Road came out to be a bit over what their bid was due to materials needed.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to approve increase and proceed with paying bill; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  
ADJOURNMENT:    On a motion made by Supervisor Gantz and seconded by Supervisor Henry, the public meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
In Attendance:  Tim Goshorn, Mike & Kay Goodhart, Dick Bowermaster, Sam Martin, Barbara Diller, John Diller, Jeri Marshall, Kelsey Meals, Pat Minnelli, Linda & Dave Moore.
Submitted by:  Ami M. Myers, Secretary/Treasurer[image: image1.png]



