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South Newton Township Board of Supervisors - Minutes – February 20, 2024

The South Newton Township (SNT) Board of Supervisors (BOS) met at the South Newton Township Municipal Building, 11 High Mountain Road, Walnut Bottom, PA.  Supervisor David Durff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.  Board members present were Supervisors Kevin Gantz, David Durff, Mark Henry and Solicitor Marcus McKnight.   
1. MEETING MINUTES –Regular Meeting:  January 16, 2024. Supervisor Kevin Gantz motioned to accept the meeting minutes; seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.
2. EMS Report – None
3. FIRE REPORT & FIRE COMPANY BUSINESS– Fire Report by Joel Zimmerman: 
· Fire/Accidents: 19; 6 medical assists; 186 hours of training  
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
· John Diller

· Questioning Adrian Martin “Children At Play” sign that’s in Adrian’s driveway. Zoning Officer will investigate.
· Sara Long (not present) about location of port-a-pot.  Township will address once the time comes.  He will have to put where Code Enforcement Officer says it has to go.

· Questioning the days Air BNB is permitted to be open.

5. BILL LIST –Supervisor Gantz motioned to approve the Bill List in the amount of $ $36,906.51; Supervisor Henry seconded; motion carried unanimously.
6. TREASURERS REPORT –
	
	Deposits
	 
	 
	Banking 
	

	
	Deposits
	Date
	Amount
	Bank Accts.
	 
	 

	
	1
	1/25/2024
	$3,321.26
	Acct. Name
	Type
	Amount

	
	2
	2/1/2024
	$14,759.13
	Orrstown General Fund
	Checking
	$151,767.76

	
	3
	2/8/2024
	$1,213.62
	PLGIT General Fund
	Savings
	$159,185.85

	
	4
	3/15/2024
	$1,854.86
	Orrstown Money Market
	Savings
	$25,726.50

	
	TOTAL
	 
	$21,148.87
	PLGIT Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$58,218.01

	
	
	
	
	Orrstown Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$55.06

	
	
	
	
	ARPA
	Checking
	$20,665.77

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	 
	$415,618.95


7. ROADMASTER REPORT - 196 hours:  Fixed stop sign @ McCullough Rd, cleaned equipment, winter maintenance, cleaned culvert on Hammond Rd, mixed 50/50, meeting with tree trimmer, clean up snow storm damage, equipment maintenance.

8. SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Marcus McKnight
· 5 delinquent trash accounts

· Solimon barn collapse – invoice and letter has been sent.  Mr. Solimon called Marcus 2/20/2024.  

· Parking Ordinance 2019-01 amendment – 1st offense in writing, 2nd offense $50; 3rd offense $100 – to owner of property and/or owner of vehicle in violation. Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to amend ordinance; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 

· Solar Field Amendment – tabled until March meeting

· Short Term Rental Amendment – tabled until March

· Judgement filed with County against LVS Title Trust XIII

· Judgement filed against Nenninger (trash)

· Judgement filed against former tenants of 109 High Mountain Rd (did not pay their fine)

9. SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEO) REPORT – None
10. ZONING/CODE OFFICER (ZO) REPORT –
· John Sheriff - Zoning Officer Resignation.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to accept the resignation; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION @ 8:00 pm ~ 8:06 pm - No decision made

11. ZONING & HEARING BOARD REPORT – 
· Resignation of Joe Bilger.  Motion made by Supervisor Durff to accept resignation; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
12. Mike Rinaldi Appointment to ZHB.  Motion made to accept appointment; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
13. NEW BUSINESS – 
· Resolutions Needed:


· 2024-04:  Special Fire Police 2024

· 2024-05:  2024 Special Fire Police Activities

· Zoning Officer Appointment Discussion – Candidate for Position, Joe Bilger

· Questions from Board addressed

· Motion made by Supervisor Durff to appoint Joe Bilger as Zoning/Code Officer; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Fred Rosenberry Zoning Permit – Twp permit & plans turned into MDIA is not what was approved at variance meeting.  

· He needs to apply for a new variance permit for what his current building plans are and also get approval for a non-conforming structure.  Current zoning is in a residential area.  Since he is tearing down the current structure and rebuilding new, he needs approval to have a business in a residential area. Needs to go through another variance hearing to comply with Article VI, Section 6.1, B, 1.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz for Mr. Rosenberry to apply for new variance to be in compliance; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Setbacks from variance in 2023 will remain 

· Will need to get a new building permit from township after variance hearing.  Township will waive the permitting fee. Motion made by Supervisor Henry to waive permitting fee; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
14. SECRETARY COMMENTS
· Resolution 2024-01:  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to accept; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  
· Resolution 2024-02:  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to accept; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Resolution 2024-03:  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to accept; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

· New Building Permit Application, New Variance Application, New Conditional Use Application, New Driveway/Utility Application, New Demo Application.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to accept new applications with revisions; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
14. SUPERVISORS COMMENTS – 
· Supervisor Durff:

· New Procedure:  Applications can be handed out by secretary or zoning officer.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with new procedure; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Mountain View Rd & Furnace Hollow Rd – tree & stump removal.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
· 51 West Main Street – junk yard.  Encouraged other supervisors to take a look and report at March meeting.
· Broadband Seminar, March 6th – County presentation.  Supervisor Durff to attend.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to approve meeting attendance, pay mileage and hourly roadmaster rate; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· New vacuum cleaner needed.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to purchase new vacuum; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Joe Bilger –Roadcrew employee.  Motion made by Supervisor Durff to hire Joe Bilger as new roadcrew employee at an hourly rate of $18.00; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  
· Patching as needed, tar & chip – McCullough Rd; top coat – Hammond Rd- 81 bridge to 212 Hammond Rd.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with bids; seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.  Supervisor Durff will call Rick Levan.
ADJOURNMENT:    On a motion made by Supervisor Gantz and seconded by Supervisor Henry, the public meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
In Attendance:  Bill Rohr, Tim Goshorn, Kelsey Meals, Jeri Marshall, Fred Rosenberry, Linda Moore, John Diller
Submitted by:  Ami M. Myers, Secretary/Treasurer[image: image1.png]



