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South Newton Township Board of Supervisors - Minutes – March 19, 2024

The South Newton Township (SNT) Board of Supervisors (BOS) met at the South Newton Township Municipal Building, 11 High Mountain Road, Walnut Bottom, PA.  Supervisor David Durff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.  Board members present were Supervisors Kevin Gantz, David Durff, Mark Henry and Solicitor Marcus McKnight.   
1. MEETING MINUTES –Regular Meeting:  February 20, 2024. Supervisor Kevin Gantz motioned to accept the meeting minutes; seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.
2. EMS Report – Bob Van Scyoc & Barb Cohick presented report
3. FIRE REPORT & FIRE COMPANY BUSINESS– Fire Report by Joel Zimmerman: 
· Fire/Accidents: 8; 9 medical assists; 181 hours of training; Fire Loss: $35,000.00 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
· James Maun – William Brindle Associates

· 394 High Mountain Road – Paul Joseph Land Development/ Stormwater.  

· Financial Security amount $18,949.54. Will be owed prior to building permit issuance. 

· Motion made by Supervisor Durff to proceed with permit, seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.

· Fred Rosenberry – Variance, Plans, Building Permit and check information supplied.

· Pat Minnelli – Dead trees along High Mountain Road. Who’s responsible for taking them down?

· Supervisor Durff – They are property owner’s responsibility. 

5. BILL LIST –Supervisor Gantz motioned to approve the Bill List in the amount of $ $12,832.84; Supervisor Henry seconded; motion carried unanimously.
6. TREASURERS REPORT –
	
	Deposits
	 
	 
	Banking 
	

	
	Deposits
	Date
	Amount
	Bank Accts.
	 
	 

	
	1
	3/1/2024
	$22,190.81
	Acct. Name
	Type
	Amount

	
	2
	3/1/2024
	$579.55
	Orrstown General Fund
	Checking
	$163,697.31

	
	3
	3/18/2024
	$2,162.00
	PLGIT General Fund
	Savings
	$159,832.56

	
	
	
	
	Orrstown Money Market
	Savings
	$25,735.67

	
	TOTAL
	 
	$24,932.36
	PLGIT Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$124,383.14

	
	
	
	
	Orrstown Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$55.06

	
	
	
	
	ARPA
	Checking
	$20,671.50

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	 
	$494,375.24


7. ROADMASTER REPORT - 92 hours:  Flagger training, cleaned equipment, winter maintenance, met with PennDot for road bids, broad band seminar, performed preventive maintenance on equipment.
8. SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Marcus McKnight
· Mr. Solimon – paid his fine.  Marcus will forward the check to the twp.

· Delinquent Trash List

· FPR correspondence from the House of Representatives regarding Small Workgroup Update to Cumberland County Western COG

· Adopt amended Parking Ordinance.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to adopted amended ordinance; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Resolutions for 2024-04 & 2024-05.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to approve both resolutions; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

9. SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEO) REPORT
· Holding Tanks were inspected for the SNTVFC.  No septic design has been received for the drainfield yet.  Will need design and permit issuance prior to approval of installation.  Weather conditions must also be conducive for installation.

10. ZONING/CODE OFFICER (ZO) REPORT –
a. Adrian Martin – visited the property.  Told he had to remove the firepit per his conditional use permit.

i. Issued permit for sign per his Conditional Use Permit

ii. Took pictures of the ‘Child at Play’ sign.  Approx. 15 feet off the road. Board has no issues with the sign back the driveway.

b. Levi Newswanger – tearing down 4 greenhouse and replacing a new 120’x120’ greenhouse.  

i. Revisited the property.  Noticed he has started the pond.  He stated he contacted DEP regarding their requirements/permits.  Joe will hand-deliver the paperwork to Levi regarding requirements for permits, plans, etc.  Ami will contact Conservation District and ask them to visit the property.  Township has concerns regarding pond proximity to school next door.

c. Conditional Use Inspections

i. 5 & 15 Firehouse Road – horses are removed

ii. 17 Goodhart St – horse is gone

iii. 417 W. Main St – left message.  No response yet.

d. Jim Marshall – 301 High Mountain Rd – addition onto house.  Has started some construction.  Told that MDIA needed involved for inspections.  Ami will check with MDIA regarding his last permit and no occupancy permit received.

e. Adam Cubbage – 8 Goodhart St – Shed – doesn’t need permit to pour concrete but needs permit for the walls & roof.  Needs to turn in an application.  Haven’t seen anything yet

f. Keith Baker – High Mtn Rd – shed.  Checked setbacks.  All are good.

g. 51 W. Main St – Tyler Rickabaugh – junk yard.  

i. Marcus to send certified letter regarding the excessive amount of ‘stuff’ on the property and zoning officer will be in touch. 

h. April Bowser – illegal business sign.  She has painted over the ‘training’ portion of the sign. No further action is needed

i. 2222 Ritner Highway – property up for sale.  Never been approved as a business in the past.  

ii. Letter to be sent to current owner – Daniel Koehn that if he wants to sell the property as a business, he needs to get appropriate approvals.  Only permitting information we have is for a residential home with a personal wood-working shop.

i. Randy Singleton – Kartune’s & illegal apartment in the residence.  Board asked Joe to visit the property and talk to Randy.  If Randy says ‘no’, we will send Kevin Preston out with Joe the next time.

EXECUTIVE SESSION @ 8:00 pm ~ 8:06 pm - No decision made

11. ZONING & HEARING BOARD REPORT – 
·  Resignation of Joe Bilger.  Motion made by Supervisor Durff to accept resignation; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Mike Rinaldi Appointment to ZHB.  Motion made to accept appointment; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

12. NEW BUSINESS – 
· New Inspection Form for Zoning Officer use for conditional use, variance & special exceptions.  Motion made by Supervisor Henry to approve new form & proceed with printing; seconded by Supervisor Durff. Motion carried unanimously. 

· PennDot 2024 Municipal Road Maintenance & Safety Symposium.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to approve attendance; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Cumberland Co. Rt 174 resurfacing project municipal coordination meeting on April 15th @ 10 am via Microsoft Teams.  Supervisor Durff will be attending.

· Food Processing Residuals Coalition Request.  South Newton Twp is opting OUT of the coalition but will support the effort.

13. Big Spring Senior Center Match Madness Campaign.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to send $100.00 from ARPA funds; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  
14. SECRETARY COMMENTS
· Received 2024 Turnback Allocation of $1160.00

· Received 2024 Liquid Fuels Allocation of $64,768.61

· Gypsy Moth List & Mapping has been provided to Helicopter Applicators.  Total acreage for South Newton Twp = 214.  Total Acreage for Penn Twp = 395.47.  Total acreage between 2 twps. = 609.47.  Contract has been signed with HAI for $35/acre being charged to residents who signed up (initial quote was $57/acre).

14. SUPERVISORS COMMENTS – 
· Supervisor Gantz:

· Met with Steve Hoffman from Cumberland County Planning Dept. to start comprising our comprehensive plan.  Will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of every month until it is complete.  

· Supervisor Durff:

· Zito contract – Marcus check status of new contract

· Short Term Rental Ordinance #2024-02.  Motion made by Supervisor Henry to send to County for review/comment; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously. 

· Solar Field Ordinance – tabled until April meeting.

· Marcus send letter and parking ordinance to 4 W. Main St.

· Lawrence Gutshall – 58 Horsekiller Rd – free range chickens are always on the road.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to have township send a letter to them stating chickens need to be fenced in.  They are a driving hazard; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· Meeting pay for secretary & zoning officer – set at $50/meeting. Motion made by Supervisor Henry to proceed with starting to pay meeting pay for secretary and zoning officer at $50/meeting; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.  Supervisor Durff abstained from motion on secretary.
· MDIA Monthly Permit Report:  Motion made by Supervisor Henry to proceed with township sending letters to any permits on the list that are 2 years or older; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Secretary will contact MDIA to go through the list (8 permits) and then send letters to those who have not called for inspection through MDIA.   

ADJOURNMENT:    On a motion made by Supervisor Gantz and seconded by Supervisor Henry, the public meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
In Attendance:  Fred Rosenberry, Jim Maun (William Brindle Associates), Jeri Marshall, Kelsey Meals, Bob Van Scyoc, Barb Cohick, Pat Minnelli, Joel Zimmerman (SNTVFC), Zachary Weaver (SNTVFC), Tim Goshorn.
Submitted by:  Ami M. Myers, Secretary/Treasurer[image: image1.png]




