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South Newton Township Board of Supervisors - Minutes –August 20, 2024

The South Newton Township (SNT) Board of Supervisors (BOS) met at the South Newton Township Municipal Building, 11 High Mountain Road, Walnut Bottom, PA.  Supervisor David Durff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.  Board members present were Supervisors David Durff, Kevin Gantz, Mark Henry and Solicitor Marcus McKnight.   
1. MEETING MINUTES –Regular Meeting:  July 16, 2024. Supervisor Mark Gantz motioned to accept the meeting minutes; seconded by Supervisor Henry. Motion carried unanimously.
2. EMS Report – None
3. FIRE REPORT & FIRE COMPANY BUSINESS– Fire Report by Bill Rohr
· Fire/Accidents: 27; 8 medical assists; 50 hours of training; Fire Loss: $0 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT – 
· Agar Welding Solar Field – present:  Joe Burgett, Gary Houck (owner) & Seth Berry (Solar Rep)

· Joe Burgett-surveyor presented proposal on solar field

· Seeking approval to have a solar field in a residential zoned area & seeking approval for more than 3% coverage of panels.  Will cover approx. 25-40% coverage. Is aware they need a variance for both.

· Covering approximately 7 acres with 5,000+ fixed panels

· 5-10% of the electric generated will supply the existing business

· Supervisor Durff – not for or against.  Would like it to go to ZHB and have chance for public to comment.

· Supervisor Gantz:  Would like time to process. Wants to visit property and get a feel for where panels are going and tree-line/buffer coverage.

5. BILL LIST –Supervisor Gantz motioned; seconded by Supervisor Henry to approve the Bill List for August 20, 2024in the amount of $64,384.62.  Motion carried unanimously. 
	6. 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TREASURER REPORT
	MONTH
	PREVIOUS MONTH BALANCE
	TOTAL DEPOSITS

	
	
	August
	$522,653.86
	$38,323.62

	
	
	YEAR
	CURRENT BALANCE - ALL ACCTS
	 

	
	
	2024
	$493,763.27
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Deposits
	 
	 
	Banking 
	 

	
	Deposits
	Date
	Amount
	Bank Accts.
	 
	 

	
	1
	7/24/24
	$20,920.52

(general)
	Acct. Name
	Type
	Amount

	
	2
	7/31/24
	$36.78

(Interest)
	
	
	

	
	3
	8/1/2024
	$672.36

(LST)
	Orrstown General Fund
	Checking
	$173,735.83

	
	4
	8/1/2024
	$15,229.79

(EIT)
	PLGIT General Fund
	Savings
	$188,476.62

	
	5
	8/5/2024
	$1,464.17

(general)
	Orrstown Money Market
	Savings
	$25,784.12

	
	
	
	
	PLGIT Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$85,109.36

	
	
	
	
	Orrstown Liquid Fuels
	Checking
	$55.09

	
	TOTAL
	 
	$38,323.62
	ARPA
	Checking
	$20,601.65

	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	 
	$493,763.27


7.  ROADMASTER REPORT - 271 Hours:  Clean equipment, equipment maintenance, mowed, new ditch on Horsekiller Rd, installed road signs, clean up storm damage, 2021 Freightliner repaired
7. SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Marcus McKnight
· Stormwater Ordinance on High Tunnels- ready for approval. Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to adopt Ordinance #2024-03; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Solar Field Ordinance #2024-04.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to adopt Ordinance #2024-04; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Update on Comcast & Zito contracts 

· Franchise agreements are ready for approval for both

· Comcast needs revised to 5 years (not 10 years) – Section 13.12

· Zito contract is fine.  

a. Both tabled until September for approval.

· LVS Title Trust – Hearing rescheduled for September 10th @ 1 pm
·  Section 5.26 (D) of Zoning Ordinance.  Has a stand-alone proposed ordinance been done? – not yet

· Update on I-81/Mooney Road:  State gave road back to twp. sometime between 1981-1990

·  Noah Powell: Owner of 45 Water St  & Business Owner of 95 Horsekiller Rd:  
· Questioned what constitutes a business?  He doesn’t have a brick & mortar building w/hours at either property so he feels he does not have a business…he’s storing his equipment there only.

· Township did find he does have a business registered with the Dept of State for 95 Horsekiller Rd 

· Township found he is a licensed contractor in PA with address of 95 Horsekiller Rd

· Mr. Powell has decided to not proceed with a Conditional Use for either and will fight the township in court.

 OFFICAL RECESS TAKEN FROM TOWNSHIP MEETING @ 8:23 PM SO SUPERVISOR DURFF COULD SPEAK AS A RESIDENT/NEIGHBOR– RECONVENED OFFICAL TOWNSHIP MEETING AT 8:26 PM

8.  SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEO) REPORT – None
10.  ZONING/CODE OFFICER (ZO) REPORT – Code & Zoning Officer Report – Joe Bilger (not present).  

a. Conditional Use for Lester Newswanger - Scheduled for Sept 17th @ 6 pm.  Needs scheduled & advertised.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with hearing/scheduling, seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously 

11. ZONING & HEARING BOARD REPORT – None
12. NEW BUSINESS –  

· Ag Security Board:  3 farmers, 1 supervisor, 1 resident

· 1 farmer resides in North Newton Twp but is co-owner in farm across the street in South Newton Twp.  Can he be on our Board?  Marcus will check with County.
13.SECRETARY COMMENTS
· Shippensburg EMS request for funding of the facility. Supervisors decision:  No to providing fundings 

·  WCCOG Salt Bid Participation.  – 150 tons. Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with salt bid participation, seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

· Trick or Treat – Thursday, October 31st from 6-8 pm

· Amy Burrel:  Request for twp. to side with them regarding Snoke’s retention pond.  Motion made by Supervisor Durff to have Marcus to send a new letter referencing the old letter & twp stance.; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously. 
14. SUPERVISORS COMMENTS – 
· Supervisor Gantz:  Comprehensive Plan update.  

· Supervisor Henry: no comment

· Supervisor Durff:

· Marcus check on fines that need paid by renters at 109 High Mtn Rd. Matt found one of them 

· Trade in old blower for new one. Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with purchase; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· Pole saw & weed trimmer (x2) – buy new ones.   Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with purchase; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· Check with Cargill on salt (40-60 tons).  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with purchase; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· New P25 Radios – add onto fire hall order - $12,000.00 for 3 radios.  Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with purchase; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· Tractor needs serviced.   Motion made by Supervisor Gantz to proceed with maintenance; seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.   

· Friendship Hose Worker’s Compensation.   Motion made by Supervisor Durff to proceed with paying South Newton Township’s portions; seconded by Supervisor Gantz.  Motion carried unanimously.   
ADJOURNMENT:    On a motion made by Supervisor Gantz and seconded by Supervisor Henry, the public meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. Seconded by Supervisor Henry.  Meeting adjourned
In Attendance:  
Tim Goshorn, Bill Rohr, Seth Berry, Joe Burgett, Gary Houck, Jeri Marshall, Kelsey Meals, Cherie Powell, Noah Powell, Lester Newswanger, Daniel Newswanger, Dave & Linda Moore
Submitted by:  Ami M. Myers, Secretary/Treasurer[image: image1.png]



